
or contact the Farm Service 

Agency in Jackson as soon 

as possible at 517-789-7716 

Ext. 2. 

Volunteers needed for tree sale—

green thumbs not required 

Conservation reserve program accepting applications  

LAST CALL FOR TREE SALE ORDERS 

The deadline to place your spring tree sale order through Jackson CD is  

Friday, March 25th.  Information on the trees and products for sale this 

spring, as well as the order form, can be found on www.jacksoncd.org or in 

our printed catalog available at the office. 

Sign up for the USDA’s 

Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) is now 

open through April 15th, 

2011.   The program is 

celebrating its 25 th      

anniversary and has 

grown to be a program 

with great support from 

farmers, conservationists, 

hunters, and other      
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outdoor enthusiasts.   

Agriculture Secretary 

Tom Vilsack announced 

the sign-up in January, 

stating “Not only has 

CRP contributed to the 

national  effort to        

improve water and air 

quality, it has preserved 

habitat for wildlife, and 

prevented soil erosion by 

protecting the most    

sensitive areas.”   

Under CRP, landowners 

receive annual rental  

payments for establishing 

conservation cover on 

eligible land.  To learn 

more about the program 

a n d  e l i g i b i l i t y              

requ i rements ,  v i s i t 

www.fsa.usda.gov/crp  

Every year, Jackson CD 

sells thousands of tree 

seedlings from Michigan 

nurseries for the purpose of 

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d           

reforestation in Jackson 

County. Unfortunately, 

those trees don’t come 

wrapped and ready to go—

we need to package several 

hundred customer orders.  

If you don’t mind getting a 

little dirty, we could use 

your help sorting and  

wrapping tree orders.    

Volunteers are needed for 

shifts on Thursday, April 

14th between 9:00am-

5:00pm.  Lunch will be  

provided.       Additional  

volunteers are needed to help 

hand out orders and clean up 

on Friday, April 15th from 

9:00am-6:00pm and Saturday, 

April 16th from 9:00-12:00pm.  

If you would like to help,  

contact Lori at 517-784-2800 

E x t .  2 1 4  o r  a t 

lori.fitzgibbons@mi.nacdnet.net. 
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In January, Mark Kaczorowski joined the Jackson CD as the new technician for the Conservation    

Technical Assistance Initiative (CTAI), a joint program between the Michigan Department of             

Agriculture and the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Mark will primarily be working on 

surveying, designing, and installing conservation practices 

contracted through NRCS, and will also be assisting with 

the contract management of various Farm Bill Programs. 

Mark recently moved to Michigan from Shawano, WI.  He 

earned a  Bachelor of Science degree from the University of 

Wisconsin—Stevens Point with a major in natural resources 

management-land use planning and a minor in soil science.  

Mark worked as an intern for the USDA-NRCS in Oshkosh, 

WI.  When asked about his new position, Mark said he is 

“looking forward to meeting more of the landowners in 

Jackson County and getting out in the field implementing 

practices.”   

Welcome to Michigan and Jackson CD, Mark! 

The start of 2011 also brought a new face into our board room when Steve Noble joined the Jackson CD 

Board of Directors.  Steve will serve as the Secretary this year, and will train to take over as Treasurer for 

the second year of his term. 

Although Steve has not worked with JCCD before, he is not a newcomer to conservation and                
environmental protection in Jackson County.  Steve has been employed in the environmental compliance 
field for 20 years, spending 7 years with the MDEQ in Hazardous Waste Site Remediation activities.  He 
is the current President of Recycling Jackson, a local non-profit organization that advocates proper solid 
waste management and community environmental education (visit http://recyclingjackson.com for 
more information).  Steve and his wife live on 25 acres, which is being restored and managed for wildlife 
habitat.  He has a Bachelor of Science in Fisheries and Wildlife Management from Lake Superior State 
College.  

Steve says, “I am very much looking forward to having the opportunity to bring an expanded perspective 
to the board and to help the conservation district expand the reach of its activities in our community. 
Life presents us with daily opportunities to actively participate in caring for our environment, we need to 
learn how to take advantage of each of them.” 
 
We are very pleased to have Steve Noble as the newest member of the Board, and look forward to the  
potential new programs and partnerships his education and experience can bring to JCCD. 
 

Welcome to new conservation technician  

new face on the board 
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Farmers—have you updated your emergency 

plan lately? 

Spring is on it’s way and 

with the changing seasons 

also come changes to the 

farm.  When did you last 

update your Emergency 

Plan?  Your Emergency 

Plan helps protect your 

farm property and   

equipment, as well as the 

safety of emergency    

responders.   

The Michigan Water 

Stewardship Program can 

help you do this—and it’s 

both confidential and 

FREE!  Plus, you can  

e a r n  p e s t i c i d e                 

re-certification credits for 

completing an Emergency 

Plan and for updating the 

plan annually. 

Here are some frequently 

asked questions about 

Emergency Plans and 

Emergency Tubes: 

Q. What is the Michigan 
E m e r g e n c y  T u b e ? 
A. A weather-resistant 
tube that holds vital    
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r        
emergency crews about 
your farm or facility. 

Q. What is inside a  
Michigan Emergency 
Tube? 

A. An emergency plan 
describing your building 
locations, chemical/
fertilizer storage, land 
f e a tu re s  and  f i r e         
concerns.  

 

Q. Where is the Michigan 
Emergency Tube placed? 
A. The tube must be 
c l ea r l y  v i s i b l e  to       
emergency crews entering 
your farmstead.  It is   
important that your tube 
be mounted in the      
location determined by 
your county officials. 

Q. Who installs the  
Michigan Emergency 
T u b e ? 
A. You do, but your   
Wate r  S t ewa rdsh ip   
Technician can help you 
determine where it should 
go. 

Q. Who maintains the 
Michigan Emergency 
T u b e ? 
A. You do.  The       
emergency plan should be 
updated annually or 
whenever changes occur 
on the farmstead. 

Q. Will every farm     
benefit from a Michigan 
Emergency Tube? 

 
A. Yes, every farm   
owner should be       
p r e p a re d  f o r  a n      
emergency.  

The Emergency Plan 
and Tube will help you 
be prepared and will 
protect your local   
emergency crews, giving  

you peace of mind that 

you have done what you 

should in case of an 

e m e r g e n c y .   F o r          

assistance, contact Water 

Stewardship Technician 

Mike Rubley at 260-781-

4867 Ext.  26 or 

mike.rubley@macd.org. 
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spring cleaning time—recycle your old electronics 

Do you have an old     

television or computer 

collecting dust in your 

basement or garage?  

Here’s your opportunity 

to properly dispose of it 

in an environmentally 

sound manner.   

Recycling Jackson will 
hold a community e-
waste drive at the Sam’s 
Club in Jackson on      
Saturday, May 7th from 
9:00am-1:00pm. There is 
no charge to recycle your 
electronics, but donations 
are suggested to help   
offset operation costs of 
the program. 

The collection through 
R e c y c l i n g  J a c k s o n       
basically accepts anything 
with a circuit board, from 
televisions to old printers 
or fax machines.  
The organization partners  

with Valley City to make 

sure the materials they 

collect are not shipped to 

a foreign country and 

burned. 

To learn more about   

Recycling Jackson and the 

e-waste collection, please 

visit their website: 

http://recyclingjackson.com 

Items Accepted at E-Waste Collection 

Desktop computers  Televisions  

Laptops   Printers 

Scanners   Faxes 

Copy machines  Stereos/radios 

DVD players/VCRs  Microwaves  
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By Cecilia Govrik, Watershed Project Manager 

What’s Been Going on in the Watershed? 

This is the final year of 

the Upper Grand River 

Implementation Project 

(UGRIP), and many    

interesting tasks will be 

completed over the     

upcoming months.  When 

UGRIP first began in 

2006 and included    

funding and tasks for a 3-

year period, we would’ve 

never expected that we 

would be awarded a    

second grant and still be 

implementing watershed 

improvement efforts 6 

years later.  Oh, how time 

flies when you are having 

fun and working hard in 

the watershed! 

What’s on our agenda for 

2011?  Check it out: 

 Best Management 

Prac t ices  (BMP)    

Installation: 

 S t r e a m b a n k          

stabilization & wetland 

enhancement at R.A. 

Greene Park in     

Jackson. 

  Installation of a     

bioretention basin 

(rain garden) at Russell 

Park in Leslie.  

 BMP tour for local 

elected officials.  

 Land Use Planning 

Tasks: 

 Natural Resources 

Inventory/Planning & 

Zoning Review in  

Leoni Township. 

 Distribution of land 

use planning resources 

to townships in our 

targeted area of the 

watershed. 

 Outreach & Education 

Efforts: 

 Another season of 

river monitoring—

macroinvertebrates 

and habitat. 

 River cleanup work 

in the northern part 

of the watershed. 

 Youth “Our World 

of Water” education 

programs delivered by 

T h e  D a h l e m         

Conservancy staff. 

 A “State of the   

U p p e r  G r a n d ”     

conference for the 

public in the fall. 

Watershed partners and 

volunteers are busier than 

ever in the Upper 

Grand—sometimes we 

forget to actually enjoy 

the river and its natural 

resources.  Looking for 

something fun to do in 

the watershed?  Don’t 

forget about the public 

paddling trips offered by 

t h e  G r a n d  R i v e r          

Environmental Action 

Team this spring and 

summer (www.great-

mi.org).  Get out and 

enjoy the Upper Grand! 

 

To learn more about the Upper Grand  
River Watershed and upcoming events, visit 

www.uppergrandriver.org or become a 
friend of  the Upper Grand River           
Watershed  Alliance on Facebook! 

Spring 2011 

March 22nd is “World 

Water Day.”  Here are 

a few quick tips for 

you to help conserve 

and  protect our water    

resources: 

1) After you boil pasta 

or potatoes let the 

water cool and use it 

to water your plants. 

2) Test your toilets for 

leaks.  Put a couple 

drops of food       

coloring in the tank.  

Don’t flush—wait an 

hour and check for 

colored water in the 

bowl, which means 

you have a leak. 

3) Wash your car on the 

lawn (and use a  

gentle soap, like 

phosphate-free dish 

soap, instead of a 

harsh detergent.  
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Upcoming events 

 
Tree Sale Order Deadline 
Friday, March 25th, 2011 
 
Sprayer Clinic 
Thursday, April 7th, 2011 
8:30am-4:00pm 
Lincoln Farms, 9221 N. Parma Rd., Springport 
 
Tree Sale Pickup 
Friday, April 15th, 2011 
9:00am-6:00pm 
 

Saturday, April 16th, 2011 
9:00am-12:00pm 
Jackson County Airport 
 
“Celebrate Earth Day” Festival 
Saturday, April 30th, 2011 
1:00pm-4:00pm 
Cascades Park 
 
Adopt-A-Stream Collection Day  
Saturday, May 7th, 2011 
9:00am-1:00pm 
Dahlem Center, 7117 S. Jackson Rd.  
(Ingham County volunteers meet at Ingham  
Conservation District in Mason)  
 
Adopt-A Stream Bug I.D. Night  
Tuesday, May 10th, 2011  
5:30pm-8:30 pm  
Jackson Community College , 2111 Emmons Rd. 
McDivitt Hall   
 
Native Plant Sale & Workshop 
Saturday, June 11th, 2011 
More info. coming soon. 
 

Kids corner 

TREE QUIZ for KIDS 

1) How do trees drink water? 

2) True or False: All trees lose their leaves in 

the winter. 

3) What is Michigan’s State tree? 

Answers 

1) Through their roots. 

2) False: Evergreen trees do not drop their leaves. 

3) White pine. 



The Jackson County Conservation District (JCCD) is a 
locally elected nonpartisan entity of state government, 
whose purpose is to promote wise land use decisions, 
based upon the capability of the natural resources of 
Jackson County, through technical assistance and    
education. 

JCCD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Jim Spink Chairman 

Dick Ekins, Vice-Chairman 

Lathe Claflin, Treasurer 

Steve Noble, Secretary 

Don Foster, Member 

 

JCCD Board meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of 
the month at 10:00 am at the JCCD office and are 

open to the public. 

 
All Jackson County Conservation District programs and 

services are provided on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

 Printed on paper with recycled content.   

 

Our office is open 8:00am—4:30 pm, Mon. through Fri. 
 

Office: 517-784-2800 x 5 
Fax: 517-789-7886 

www.jacksoncd.org 
 

JCCD STAFF 

Lori Fitzgibbons, Executive Director Ext. 214

 lori.fitzgibbons@mi.nacdnet.net 

Mark Kaczorowski, Conservation Technician          

 mark.kaczorowski@mi.nacdnet.net     Ext. 211 

Cecilia Govrik, Watershed Manager           Ext. 208

 cecilia.govrik@macd.org 

Mike Rubley, Water Stewardship Technician 

 mike.rubley@macd.org,   260-781-4867 Ext.26 

Alison Rauss, Adopt-A-Stream Coordinator

 alison.rauss@macd.org   Ext. 210 

Andrew Gust, NRCS District Conservationist

 andrew.gust@mi.usda.gov  Ext. 212 

Primary Business Address  

Your Address Line 2  

Your Address Line 3  

Your Address Line 4  

517-784-2800 x 5Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com  

Your  land, your water, your michigan, 

Visit our website: 

www.jacksoncd.org 

Jackson County Conservation District  

211 W. Ganson St., Suite 200 

Jackson, Michigan 49201 

517-784-2800 x 5 

Fax: 517-789-7886 


